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which the umebse reappeared in the stools were treated by a drug 
of an inferior quality. On the other hand, the cases treated with a 
physiologically tested powder yielded after the first or second dose. 
A detailed report of the cases treated is given, and Beck believes 
that his study of these few cases shows that the ipecac treatment by 
duodenal administration is distinctly more efficacious than by other 
methods. Many other forms of treatment had been employed without 
avail. The fact that this series of most intractable cases were either 
permanently cured or relieved for a considerable period of time bespeaks 
the efficiency of the method. Large duodenal doses of ipecac seem to 
have no injurious effects. There are occasionally gastro-intestinal symp¬ 
toms such as nausea, less frequently, vomiting, and rarely diarrhea 
lasting from twenty to forty-eight hours. Slight general depression 
may appear with a tendency to lowering of blood-pressure, which 
rarely amounts to more than 10 mm., even with doses as large as 
2 drams. 


Effects of Subdural Injections of Leukocytes on Experimental 
Tuberculous Meningitis.— Manwabing {Jour. Exper. Med., 1913, 
xvii, 1) found that rabbit leukocytes, injected into the basal meninges 
of dogs, in doses from 0.7 to 1 c.c., invariably cause death. Horse 
leukocytes, injected in the same amounts, cause death in about 25 
per cent, of the dogs. The injection of foreign leukocytes into the 
meninges of monkeys causes few if any symptoms. The injection of 
from 1 to 3 c.c. of horse leukocytes into the meningeal cavities of 
dogs, simultaneously with the inoculation of the meninges with tubercle 
bacilli, causes a slight delay in the development of the paralytic symp¬ 
toms in about half the treated animals. This delay, however, is very 
slight when compared with the remarkable prolongation of the latent 
period previously observed after treatment with -dog leukocytes. 
The injection of foreign leukocytes into the meningeal cavities of 
monkeys has thus far given almost uniformly negative results. In 
one small group of monkeys, however, inoculated by the method of 
lumbar puncture, the injection of rabbit leukocytes has been asso¬ 
ciated with a prolongation of the latent period in one of the treated 
monkeys, and with a complete prevention of the subsequent tuber¬ 
culosis in a second monkey. 


The Relapses after the Use of Salvarsan.— Gaucher {Jour, dcs 
Praticiens, 1912, xxvi, 737) believes that there is no doubt that grave 
consequences may follow the administration of salvarsan, such as blind¬ 
ness, deafness, various paralyses, arsenical polyneuritis, and death after 
even small doses. Gaucher is very pessimistic as to the value of salvar¬ 
san in the treatment of syphilis, and says that the plan of treatment 
now recommended by combining mercury with the salvarsan is a 
confession of the failure of the remedy. Gaucher admits .that salvar¬ 
san may have a restricted use in syphilis. It is valuable in that it 
heals up superficial lesions, and prevents the spread of the contagion. 
Salvarsan may be used for patients who cannot tolerate mercury, or 
in cases where mercury fails to benefit, but he deprecates its general 
use for the treatment of syphilis. He discusses relapses following 
salvarsan treatment which he declares are almost invariably the 
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result if salvarsan is used alone. He reports 31 cases in detail where 
there was a relapse of syphilitic manifestations. These cases were 
taken at random from the records of his clinic at the St. Louis Hos¬ 
pital, and he mentions a number of other writers who have reported 
similar observations. 


“Action of Large Doses of Alkalies in Diabetes.— -Hanssen 
{Zeiischr. f. Min . Med L, 1912, lxxvi, 219) gives the details of S cases 
of diabetic coma treated with sodium bicarbonate. He found that 
the effect of treatment was merely to postpone the coma, and that 
coma invariably recurred. All of these patients eventually died and, 
he gives the necropsy findings in his article. The weight was carefully 
observed in 15 cases of impending diabetic coma, and it was found 
to increase in every case from 0.1 to 12.4 kilos (27 pounds). This 
increase of w’eight is explained by a retention of water due to the 
alkali. 


Salvarsan in the Treatment of Syphilitic and Metasyphilitic Dis¬ 
eases of the Nervous System.— Donath {Munch, vied. Woch., 1912, 
lix, 2274, 2342) reports excellent results wuth the use of salvarsan 
in various diseases of the nervous system. The cases reported com¬ 
prise 4S cases of syphilis of the central nervous system, divided into 
cerebral, cerebrospinal, and spinal syphilis. Donath also treated 3leases 
of tabes and 28 cases of dementia paralytica with salvarsan alone, and 
also combined with mercury. The best results obtained Avere in the 
early stages of these two latter diseases. Donates article includes 
details of some typical cases treated. 

The Treatment of Diabetes Mellitus.— Kretschmer {Berlin. Min. 
Woch., 1912, xlix, 2221) writes concerning hediosit, first recommended 
by Rosenfeld, which has the chemical formula C 7 H l2 0 7 . This is 
recommended as a substitute for sugar in the dietary of diabetics. It 
has a sw T eet, pleasant taste, making it agreeable to take, and is much 
superior to other substitutes for sugar in that in can^ be oxidized and 
be of food value. The glycosuria is not only not increased by the 
administration of hediosit, but even seems to be diminished by its 
use. Kretschmer also states that it seems to increase the tolerance 
of the diabetic for other carbohydrates. With the exception of slight 
diarrhea when used in large amounts no untoward effects are observed 
from its administration. Kretschmer believes that it is a distinct 
addition to the dietary of diabetics and when given in doses of from 
10 to 30 grams a day is easily oxidized and utilized in the chemistry 
of diabetics. He also recommends pantopon in doses of from 0.01 to 
0.02 gram three times a day for the treatment of the severer types 
of diabetes. By its use he was able to cause a decrease in the amount 
of urine, and to a less extent also in the total quantity of sugar. _ This 
effect, however, is only temporary. The article is not very convincing 
as to the worth of hediosit. 


Organic Iodine Preparations: their Pharmacology and Therapeutic 
Value.— McLean {Arch, of Ini. Med., 1912, x, 505) draws the follow¬ 
ing conclusions with regard to the therapeutic uses of the organic 



